nightmares taking place at the
moment, community pubs will
soon be a thing of the past,” she
said. “We must not allow this to
happen. They’re as British as
fish and chips and ravens in the
Tower of London.”

Cleminson, who represents
around 100 Greene King tenants
onits tenant development group,
was the only licensee called to
give evidence at the Community
Pub Inquiry’s first session, along
with trade bodies the Federation

“enormous burden”. She now
pays her local council £1,100 a
month for 10 months a year.
Cleminson believes Sky’s
monopoly has “seriously affec-
ted” her financial position. “I
have abandoned Sky because 1
was looking at a fee of £500 a
month and have lost a lot of
trade because of it.
“Government action is necded
to address and bring to an end
the gross overcharging that Sky,
Phonographic Performance Ltd
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(PPL) and the Performing Right
Society (PRS) deem to be their
right.”

“My fear is the community pub
and the community it serves will
lose licensees of a very good cali-
bre as they become disillusioned
with their lot, and arc replaced
with a less caring and diligent
person, bringing the trade into
disrepute and disrepair.”

Cleminson suggested small
business grants should be made
available to community pubs
when new legislation is intro-
duced — such as the smoking
ban and the Disability Discrim-
ination Act.

The inquiry took place as the
MA went to press — for up-to-
the-minute information visit
www.morningadvertiser.co.uk

Victuallers

Key points

1. Greater support for
understanding new legislation
and how to cope with it

2. Reduce red tape to cut
administrative burden

3. Support to help pubs.
market themselves better and
provide new services

4, Rate relief for community
and rural pubs after smoke ban




